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I Was * ich; my Lard of Bangor s Sermon, he: 
lp itfeemedterrally with the Four Geſpels; and iff; 
have an Air 6f Plaigrefs and 8 fuitable wc 
on and the free, dit Lnderdand- 

ing of a Proteſtant Lay Man'; which have not ofte 
had be Food Forty to meet DS. Writings ol 


the 2155 of any Country. 
us as much diflatisied ec gur eply to the 
S2rmi6n, 


Meaning g, affected an unſeaſonable Turn of Wit and 
Raillery, and mixed no ſmall Portion of Malice witl 
your Arguments; which I dare ſay, you have Senſe e 
® nough to know was not commageaie, at the Tim; 
you were guilty of ft. . 
*Ybu ar os rag to . out 3 2 ! D 
yon have lithle either of Capacity, Inclination, wr Laiſure, to cul ;t 
gage in Controverſy : Then you leave your Task unfiniſh 
ed); and conclude your Lotter with laying, I an pre i 
vented by a very neceſſary Avocation, from offering ſome chef h 
Matters to your Lordſbiy's Conſideration, &c. This Begin [ 
l 
P 
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Pecauſe Tthowght 90 or ord fp 11 
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ing and Goncluſion together have indeed clear 
you, as to what Jou 2m of your Caparity and Le 
L ſure ; but as to your want of Inclination to Controver 
1y, I am Mill ſomewhat doubtful. 
This laſt 5 of ur Letter is as full of Ma 
lice avg void o a aeg it had been penned by 
are pin, Woman, E Keidel let me DG you ip 
8 5 lake, dor be Bi 5p's, and for the Dignit 
ah unctiqn, to furpre it 3 future Editions 
will pot pretend to entet into a formal Juſtiſſcatin 
= in owl and Pigure 6fthj e iv th 
t B op's: "wht: nor 50555 after that Manner! 
. your ematks. Both E and Other requ 
Ing a previous Knowledge bf what che Word calls Dit 
: nity, Which Tam not p d-of. <* Nether will Dre 
| Tume ſo , 48 tofay, Bar Lordſhip! his advand 
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1 — ions Ra; 3 that hit xt th ole; F. erſens 
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mentators,. or any N 87 * 
gulate my ſaith and; 1 17 8 
. Scope of the Sacre Nis nfs. wor: particularly 
the Goſpels; Fu which: the, RO araGier and the 


b Podctr ines of; ond ans Cir are - exproſs'd with 
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Simpl: De learneſs. ö 
1 85 Furn of e 8 me to. 
look upon all 27 a rent, Oh ri tian K rches,..W ed: 
have appeared in 5 2 e 2. the lime oh 4 
5 8 In Hlitutſons found d 


ly UPON x Authorit d partly. u 2 450 DEAT 
Prejudice dices e e en And 5 rrp of 


3 at all, CFurches, whether National, «vt 


not, retain, a Mixture of Truths and Errors; are, more, 22 au- 
or leſs e bee rtionn as the Ambition and Inte 7 


whe 0 


Doctrines _ 


115 I 92 not 1555 it a mend bie 1 
Man to ſeparate e the N er il 


5 TY upon, Fs genuine 
Cheiſt⸗ And, vet for;all 


oy in 5 4 


manion, of his National, L. Church, jar Trif 2. ce 
thoſe Things, which; ſeem but Trifles ta me, — not 
1ppzar ſo to another Man, I do not de any thing 


leſs, than 4: Perfwafion-4 — 2 . bility, that wn. 


an juſtify, mo. in diltrefiing nions in 
Matters of Religion :, e a A Pg excuſe, q 
ne, if I follow the Example le. of Chriſt, ho we may *” 
be LE was infallible. K ©. now, 1g a HANAN 
What Lhave thus far _premile . is We 1 | 
an to any Thing vou 28 advan) in e Let: | 
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40) Br a Aireer Mudtestion e 69+ 
yu yore have-itricked; - And yet i 
n 12 ſo à8 to make y Otte 4 
| 0 — - _ different from hole in a which they 
appea een FL 
our firſt age d Leet of Bagh i 18 in 
cke that he fecommends Indplence and Igattenti 
on as Excelleneiss in Prayer: Whereas to mms h. 
only te condemn Enthuſiaſm, and to 2 reſent Pray- 
ef 4s a 3 Act of N 1 the Texts 
| " —_—_— * e not cat er: neither 
f Saviour Was in, 6 when he le. prayed, | 
1 of bis Paſſiog Ar Suk. 
Fringe EFoa of bis 2 2 Wis up Jon © N . ca ſion 
may very rte without uſing either e Geſture 
ot the Language öf 2 Mad Man. Then you wonder 
his Lordſhip Thould not at for fear of being 
neiſudderfi6od-(by ſuck; I ſuppoſe, as are teſolved tn 
miſunderſtand him) throw in an Expreſſion or 106 
3 to guard the Unwary againſt any Poſhibility of be- 
8 ing led into à Miſtake. This puts me in Mind of a 
2 lazy, cunning Vatlet I once Sur uhon 2 Meſſage, that 
required ſome Expedition; but cautioned him, not to 
' ride (6 — 1 4275 as to break his Neck and en- 
canger my Horſe + Upon which the Fellow grew fo 
_veiy af and ſ-emingly punctual to my" Orders, that 
lie walked rhe Horſe going and coming, and, when | 
chid him for his delay, turned the Blame upon me. 
** ſecond Charge (which you have drawn out in- 
to Twelve Pages) againſt the Biſhop is, That we are 
| e by bis Lortlſhip to receive no Commands from any Su- 
Periours, whether Spiritual or Temporkl, whether in 0% law- 
ful ov - unlatoful, in Matters relating ts Conſcience, 
The beſt and plaineſt Anſwer, T can make you to 
this Charge, will be by giving you an unprejudiced Ab- 
19 .of thoſe Pages in che Sermon, upon which mou 
have 117 it. After the Introductory Paragraphs, 


"Ho. Bi wy" akes Occafion from the Words of his 
iſcourſe upon Two General Heads. The 


Pirſt. of which is, That Chriſt alone is $'the King and 


= the 


„ ans „ pon =» 


FP 3 Boy 
ths Sole Law-piuer in his Church or Kingdom 3 and that 
in the Affairs of Conſcience: and eternal Salva tion, no 
Man upon Earth has any Authority. The Second is, 
That the Rewards and Puniſhments why by 


Chrift to his Subjects are not Temporal, but Eternal - 


And n. that his Ning don is not of this World. 
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Both which Propofitions are very clearly made out a 


to my Aules Apprehenfion. 


three Inferences. Firſt, that the groſſeſt Mi 


From thele two General Heads his LOR draws 


takes a- 


bout the Nature of Chtif”s Kingdom or Church have ariſen 
from hence, that Men have argued from viſible Societies 
ind vifible Ningdoms of this World, to what ought to be 
vifble and ſenſible in his Kingdom, Secondly, That They = 


only ars the true Subjects of Chrif, who endea vour 
to conform themſelves to his Laws and Will, as deli- 
yered by him in the Goſpels; and do not derogate 


from his Authority, by lelying par Ut bone 
That it deſtroys the 


and Opinions of Men. Thirdly, | | 
Rule and "Anthoriry of Feſus Chriſt, as Ning, to ſet up any 


Authotityin dis Kingdom, to which Subjects are indiſ- 
by and abſolutely obliged to ſubmit their Con- 
ſciences or their Conduct, in what is properly called 
Religion. . VV! th D 


penſab 


0 


Now in the fair and equitable way of arguing, 


your Buſineſs had been to confider the Truth or 


Falſhoed of theſe Propoſitions, 'one by one; and not 
to dtaW wp a General Charge, ſo worded as to frighten 
ignorant and well-m2aning Chriſtians, - © 


There is 2 notorious Fallacy in your Aſſertion, and 


no Oecaſion given for it in any Clauſe of the Sermon 


to 2. judicious and candid Reader. In Cafes lawful or: 

unlawftl, in Matters relating +» Con{tience + ſo ends your 
| Charge. Whereas if you had valued the Reputation: 
of a faithful Interpreter, and of ſo dving to another, as you. 


world'he* ſhould do unto you, it would have been requiſite 
to add a few Words more to the Sentence. This I 


ſnall do! for you, and leave you to judge, whether — 


it had not been better, you had done it of your 
own- accord. Ht Cafes lacuful or inn, e. | in Matters rc- 


lating 


22... — 


lating to Conſ, integptmuided: we'nye wevily-perſunadee theſe Com. 
manids are contrary. to the expreſs Wall of God. This is plain- 
ly the Meaning of the Biſhiop; and this is 4 Meaning, 
which I hope you will not contradict. But nothing 
leſs would ſatisfy you, it ſeems, than to make his 

Lordſhip Cen eee and to lay, it is the Dut 
of à Chriſtian to refuſe, Obedience to the Commands 
of his Superiburs, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
they ar2 the Commands of his Superiours. 
. Your Third Charge againſt-the Biſhap- of Banger is, 
that he ſtrikes at the Authority of the eee Par- 
liament; at the Acts for preventing Occaſional. Conſor- 
mity and Schiſm, and the Acts, for ſecuring the Pro- 
teſtant Sucreſſton. As this Charge, taken all together, 
is of-a very dangerous Conſequence (and more than 
probably meant as ſuch) Lthiok the Perſon, who takes 
upon him (of his own free Will) to make it in fo. 
ublick a Manner, and to ſubſcribe his Name and 
Litles to it at length, againſt a Peer of the Realm, 
cougęnt in Juſtice and Prudence, to give very evident 
3 Arguments to ſupport his Allegations; and that with- 
out being called upon to do it, becauſe his Accuſation 
was voluntary, and no part of his Duty,. This you 
ha ve not yet ben pleaſed to do: and I believe you 
m Kind it a very difficult Enterprize to bring the 

Ee Power into ſo uncharitable a way of inter- 
preting the Writings of any Man, who is of an un- 
blemifhed Character, and much leſs thoſe of a very 
learned Prelate, whoſe whole Life and Actions are in- 
_ offenſive, and who has fignalized himſelf by an un- 
interrupted Obedience to the Laws of his Country, 
and an unweary'd Duty to his Ring 
. - Suppoſe . you do inſer fom the Tenour of the 
Sermon, that no Prince or State has any Right from 
Jeſus Chriſt, to compel the Conſciences of the People 
in Matters purely Religious: Does it therefore follow, 
that the Authority of any Prince, State, or earthly 
Power is arraigned ? Do I deny the Omuipotence of 
God, when I humbly affirm, that he cannot pfrform 
Contradictions Or do 1 expreis wy 1-H agreeably 
; 9. PA 0 


1o/Realbiy/ and: Chriſtianity, it H gad fox, Queen | 


or conträty to the plain Precepts of Chriſtianity 3 will 


ought tobe rep2a led, or amended ? Do we not know, | 


well as to make new ones? 


and Government ſuchPledges of their Alle giance, Fidelity 


Chaplain of a Proteſtant King will not diſown, at 4 
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Mary had a Right and Authority from the Goſpels 
to burn Hereticks, as the Martyrs in her Days were 
In the next Place, if 4 Parliament, ſurprized into 
over-haſty Reſolutions or miſs-led by arttut andi ill. 
principted: Members, ſhould in conſequence of this, 

revail Upon their Sovereign to give the Royal Al 
E 20 any Bill or Bills, which aſterwards ſhall : p- 

ear to be prejudicial to the Good of the Nation, 


any Man. of Candour arraign me as a Conte mner of 
the Power of Parlia ments, if he happens to infer from a 


* 


Diſcourſe: of mine, that I think ſuch and ſuch Laws 


abrogate, ſuſpend, alter and newmodet old Laws, as 


That Part of our Charge, which relates to the Pro- | F 
oy Surtefficn, fills! me with Indignation;; And my 
Jeart is the warmer in its Réſentments, becauſe: your 
Preyarication in this Puint is by ſo much the more groſs 7 — 
as ts: Branch of your Acocuſatron more mani eltly 

tends to involve his Lordfhip in the Guilt of High- 


Treaſon: Does it become a Man, who is a Graduate 


in Divinity, and hasthe Henour of being Chaplain 10 | 
lis/MajeRy; to pretend to be ignorant of the Reaſon, 
why the Diſfenters ara trea ted with greater Indulgepce 9 


by our La wis, than the Papifts.! Muſt I. be obliged to 


tell Kim, that it is not from Principle only of Religion, 
but like wiſe of Policy? 'FheDifenters ha ve given the King 


andꝭubmiffion, as the Papiſts ne ver yer dich and never can, 
till they renounce the Authority of the Pope. But let 
us fappoſe, that the Wiſdomt of our Laws in this Ar- 
ticle regarded only the Diffarenc between a Pabiſ and 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, in Points of Religion: I hope the 
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Presbyterian is bet ter thay a Papiſe. og 
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Ina Word, you have either miſtaken, or wilfully put 
un Wrong Conſtruction upon the Acts of Settlement and 
FCucteſſton. Their Intent was not to ſettle the Crown on 
this or that Prince, as a Reward for his Religion; nor 


ofa brave People, by diſabling any Popiſh Prince 


tion; aud farther, by obliging all ſſucceeding Kings of 
Eng landto be not only Proteſtants; but likewiſe to con- 
firm with the Eftabliſhed Church. Laſtly, I think 1 


that neither Diſſenters nor Papiſts ought to be put un- 


. der any Hardſhips _— for the ſake of their Per- 


ſwaſion: When they either refuſe to give ſufficient 


Proofs of their Allegiance, orfhew by r d Acts of 


any kind, that they are reſtleſs to diſturb the Civil Go- 


vernment, and to qverthrow the legal Conſtitution of 
che Kingdom; then, and then only, has a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate a Right to reſtrain, or puniſh them by pro- 
per Laws. So that this complicated Charge of yours 
againſt the Biſhop, black as it is, ſeems to me to be 
Falſe and Groundleſs; and, I 'believe, I might add 
Malicious, without a Breach of Charity. 


tyrinnizing over them for the future; and by 
ſetting a Proteſtant King to rule over a Proteſtant Na- 


to deprive any Prince of it as a Puniſhment for his Per- | 
ſwa ſion in religious Matters: But to provide in the be 
Manner for the Preſervation of the Religion and Liber- 
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: 


/ 


may ſay (without Offence to either Law or. Goſpel) 


Four Fourth and laſt Charge againſt the Biſhopis, 


That the Drift of his Argument is not only to ſubvert 
the Government of the Church of England, but all Ec- 
- ee Polity aubatever. Whereas in reality, the Drift 


is Argument is to advance the Chriſtian Liberty 
uf the Goſpels, againſt all Ectleſiaſtical and Civil 


Tyranny; leaving every Se& of Chriſtians to impoſe 
what Terms of Communion they ſhall think moſt rea- 

ſonable and convenient; provided they prove neither 

| hurtful to the Civil Government, nor contradictory to 
the Wiltof Ode nf 77 Ninn TO 
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Having thus gone through your ſeveral Charges, I 


come now to make a few Remarks, which may. ſerve 
for an Anſtyer to ſome Extravegant {though too gene- 


rally 
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| ay, that an Army is in Confuſion, becauſe the Troopers 


e 


ES AE 
fally tectived) Notions, which are either expreſſed 
ere and there in your Letter, or will naturally rife 
pom it in the Minds of your Readers. Toes) ory 
Firſt then, I muſt obſerve to you, That you all along 
fall into the common Error of taking the Clergy for the 
Church; and the Minifters of the Goſpel for the Con- 
gregations to whom they Miniſter. No. One will deny 
the Olergy to be Members, as well as Miniſters of the 
rch'6f Chriſt 3 and T preſume, I need not prove to 
you, that the Lany are by far the greater Number, and 
ate as nearly concerned in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
as the Olrgy. The Officers are but a very ſmall Pro- 
rtion of an Army; but a very neceſſary one neyer- 
theleſs. However, in a Caſe of Neceſſity, the Body 
of the Army, without their Officers, would be of more 
Weight againſt an Enemy, than the Officers could be, 
when deſtitute of the Body of the Army. _ . 

In the next Place, I think it proper to acquaint 85 
you, that it is by no Means a fair Conclufion to lay, 
that the Church of Cbriſt is in Confuſion and Diſorder, 
becauſe the ſeveral Societies of Chriſtians differ in the 
Method of ' Diſcipline ; no more than it would be to 


X 


and the Dragoons, the Granadiers and the Muſqnetiers dif- 
fer iti their Exerciſe and Manner of Fighting. They 
all agree in the End for which they bear Arms; which 
is to refiſt and overcome the Enemy; and they all ſub- 
mit themſelves to a regular, though a diverſify d Dif 
cipline. © But if ſome ſeditious and turbulent Spirits 
ſhoüld raiſe a Diviſion: and Mutiny in the Army, by 
ſpiriting up the Tpogers to ſay, the Dragons were not 
oldiers, and the Mnſquetiers to ſay the Granadiers were 


| not " Soldiers, becauſe the Diſcipline of the former is & 


nore ancient; this Practice indeed of ſtirring up ſome 
Bodies of the Army to wafelaier others, would ſoon make 
be braveſt Army à Prey to the Enemy. Wherefore 
tt not the Dragoomenvy the Trooper his more fightly. 
Horſe and Accoutrements 3 neither let the Trooper diſ- 


ple the Dragoon for the Size of hie Horſe, and the | 
neanneſs of his Boots 5 and lot not the Muſquetier te- =, =_ 
| | 
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pine at the portly Stature and embroids rd Cap-of, the 
Granadier 5 nether let the Granadier look with an Eye 


of Contempt upon the more lowly, Appearagce and. 


plainer Habit 'of!of his Fellow Sdldieri the Muſque- 


tier. But let/ the One and. the Other ſtrive in Unity, 


who ſhall be mpt punctual in dbeying the eto uk, 
of their Ladet. But. above all, let not the. Officers 


Common Soldiers; as knowing that they are igintly en- 
gaged in the ſame: Warfare; that their Li ves are qual 


ly dear to them; and that in the Day of Battle the 


Officers ein do noching without their Aſſiſtance, 


Alfter this: Loud Have you conſider, that Fhough 
tovar>plecſedto give ſome Hints: about; delegated 
Powers, Vicegerents and a mp{rpetual Succeſſien bt. Men 
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and do but jaſt uch upom at; 28 it a Word to the 


Wie were ſufffcient, and it we fe 2 ſelf evident Truth; 


yet give ms leave to ſay, it ſtill remains 4 very diſput- 
able; not to ay Ghimerieal, Piece of Orthodoxy amongſt 
Proteſtants. And ſuppoſe it::ſhowld ſo; happen upon 
| Enquiry, r Parching Into Church He ral (aS the Cam- 
brides Addreſstterms it) that thei Effect ſhould, prove 
Anſwera ble ts your Wiſhes 3 dd not forefee what 
mighty Inferences you could draw from thence to the 
Advantage of Chriftianity 3. unlaſs your: Eye, be evil, be- 
cauſe that of Our Lord aud Saviour i good; and that you 
think the readieſt Way to make the Kin dom of Chriſt 
flouriſh and prevail over the Face of the whole Earth, 
will bs by narrowing the Bounds of it, and cutting of 
at once all the Chriſtian? 'Colonies: from What you may 
think the Nin Kingdom. If this he your Scheme, [ 


muſt for ever declare againſt it's and that I may ſheu 


the Merits of out Two Opinions arias! few and as 2 
Words as poſſible, I deſire you to go Halves with me 
in an old Eng liſu Pro verb, Tie mort the meier, for me 3, 
_ the! fecver, the better Cheer, for you. 51 eee 4 

» Laſtly; I cannot help remarking; That you upbraid 
my Lord of Bangor for advancing inchis Sermon, No- 
tions unbecoming 2 Biſfiop.- It -thet Notions he ba 
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adtanced thetein are conformable to the plain 
»Doctrines of the Goſpel, than has he:done notumg, 
but What highly becomes a Bifhop, and a. Minifter 
of the Goſpel of e he has preached upon 
any Notiöns contradictory, or prejudicial to the faid 
„Golſpel,it was incumbent on you, ſince you were re- 
-ſol ved to write, to gives the Publick Proofs thereof; 
and thoſe: very poſitive and evident. For my Part, 
when I read the Sermon, which you have ſo ſæverely 
und ſo dogmatically cenſured; 1 am charmed to find 
» Biſhop guarding the Purity of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion againſt the Incurfions of the. Temporal: POW-er; 
und exhorting' the Laity to hold faſt the Goſpel Freedom, 
which they have received” from Cbrig, their ſole Law- 
Aver and King. This eee e he 
poſition of Mind in a Prelate, is by ſo much the 
more to be admired and honoured, as ſuch Inſtances 
Age ör Country. This calls to my Ræmembrance, the 
Magnammity and Indulgence of our preſent King to- | 
wards his Subjects ; when: in repeated Inftances he 
anitnates his People from the Throne, manfully to 
ſtand up in the Defence: of their Rights and Liber- 
ties; for which, I am apt . 
Princes will think themſelves beholden to his Majeſty, 
as Biſhops will t 
lent Sermon, _ VVV 3 
1 think it neceſſary to femind you, that you do not 
ſeem to ha ve proved any one Objection, you have 
ſtarted, to the Sermon. It is not unlikely, you were 
very well aware of the ſtrong Deluſion, by which 
the far greateſt Number of your Readers are led Cap- 
tives; ſo that indeed you need not to be at the Ex- 
| 8 Argument : it was ſufficient for your Purpoſe 
arely to affirm ſuch popular Errors, as might ſerve 
8 Turn, and to depend upon the Prejudices of the 
People for their Conviction. On the other Hand, I 
bumbly conceive, I have proved, tho' not in a Schol- 
aſtick manner, ſzveral Things againſt you; and others 
have partly taken for granted, as requiring no Proof 
| | = | to. 


nk my Lord of Ban: or for his excel-/ 


n ä * — 
4 l : 4 


* 
— 


+ 
- EIS 
— 3 Bagg 
8 
75 * * 
. - 
4 
_— —— 4 
= ** * EDS } a - 


Fe 4 a4 F 2 at H . 
2 batt boom ue 9 


e e 


<2: 


4 


2 Allowances for 


Plantiff, f, eſpectally wh 
red from tho. nor. intended a 1 


2 ene 
5 A ſts 8 


2 \ 
convincing tene 


ade; I have one 


r, 208 mine, 


"> + 
4 WW 4AM 


W 9 
45 2 
* 


aps: upon 
£0 age 


— | 


pat — 


nn 
2 THO 


— 


'X 


as 


4 


- — 


